268                   Pope Pius XI
"A conception of the State, which makes the rising
generation belong to it entirely without any exception
from the tcndercst years up to adult life, cannot be
reconciled By a Catholic, either with Catholic doctrine,
or with the natural rights of the family*
"What is to be thought about the formula of the oath,
which even little boys and girls are obliged to take, that
they will execute orders without discussion, from an
authority which as we have seen and experienced can
give orders against all truth and justice, and in disregard
of the rights of the Church and its souls ?
"Such an oath as it stands is unlawful."
This statement is one which justifies the comments of
many leading Catholics throughout the world that Catho-
licism is an impossible religion either for an autocracy, or
even in a full democracy of a Socialistic nature. It is
essentially an individualistic religion, where every soul
must work out his own salvation* and to-day it would seem
to many of them to be only possible in the English-speaking
world, and in some states of South America,
In the next year- (1932) the Pope issued an encyclical on
the question of marriage* He chose as the occasion the
fifteenth centenary of St Augustine, who had dealt with
almost similar conditions in the declining days of the Roman
Empire, At that time family life had largely disappeared.
Birth control was not only practised, but was prevalent
among all classes, and that wan in the Fifth Century* An
easy divorce had then, too, made a mockery of the tra-
ditional principles of marriage. Pope Pius stressed the
fact that marriage came from God and not from man. He
stated that only the free consent of each of the spouses
could produce Christian marriage, but when once that